TAVERHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Notice of Conclusion of Audit
Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31t March 2024

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

1. The audit of accounts for Taverham Parish Council for the year ended

315t March 2024 has been completed and the accounts have been
published.

2. The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for

inspection by any local government elector of the area of Taverham
Parish Council on application to:

Miss T Stone - Responsible Financial Officer
Taverham Parish Council

Taverham Village Hall

Sandy Lane

Taverham

NR8 6JR

Email: finance@taverhamparishcouncil.org.uk

Hours - Tuesday to Thursday 9.15am to ipm

3. Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £nil for each copy
of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: Tracey Stone - Responsible Financial Officer

Date of Announcement: 30t September 2024




Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

TAVERHAM PARISH COUNCIL - NORFOLK - NO0454

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal contyol, including arrangements far
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial preprea‘ its aceounting sfafmls In accordance
management during the year, and for the preparatlon of v with the Accounts and Aud!f Regutalions.
lhe accounting stataments,

2. We malntained an adequale system of Internal conteol tnade proper arrangaments and accepled responsiblilly
Including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud Vv for safaguarding the public meney and resources In
and corruption and reviewsd ils effaclivenass. Its charge.

3, We took all reasonable steps o assure ourselves has only done what il has the legal power to do and has
that there are no matters of actual or polential compliad with Proper Pracilces In doing sa.
non-compliance with laws, regutations and Proper v

Practices thal could have a signlificant financlal effect
on the ablfily of this authorily to canduct its
business or manage Its finances.

4, Wa provided proper opporiunily during the year for during the year gave all persons intarestad ihe opporunity to
the exerclse of elactors' rights in accordanca with the v Inspect and ask questions aboul this authorlty's accountls.
requiramants of the Accounis and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried oul an assessment of (he fisks facing thls considared and dacumented the financlal and olher risks it

authorily and leok appropriate ateps lo manage those v
risks, including the Introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover whera required,

faces and dealt with them proparly.

6, We maintalned throughout the year an adequate and arranged for a competent parson, independent of tha financial
sffective system of Internal audit of the accounting v controls and procedures, to give an obfective view on whether
records and conlrol systems. ) ) intarnal conlrols maet the neads of this smaller authorily.

7. We took appropriate aclion on all matters ralsed v rasponded fo matiers brought fo its altantion by Infernal and
in reports from Inlernal and external audil, : external audii,

8. Wo consldered whather any litigation, Ylabililles or 1 disclosed sveryihing it should have about its business activity
commiiments, evenls or transactions, occurring elther during the year including events laking place after the year
durlng or after the year-end, have a financial impact on v | end If refevant.

this aulhority and, whare approprlate, hava inglitded them
In the accounting statements,

8. {For local councils only) Trust funds including
charltabla, In our capaclly as the sole managing
{rustee wa discharged our accountability
responsibliities for the fund{s)/assels, Including
financtal reporling and, ¥ required, Indepandant
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibiiities where, &s a body
corporats, il Is a sole managing trustee of a local
i frust or trusts.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement,

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chalr and Clerk of the mesting whare
meeling of the authority on: approval was given:
1 24/08/2024
and recarded as minute reference: . Chair
L O 2 3
o Lif 24 Clerk

e www.taverhamparishcouncilorg. ks
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

TAVERHAM PARISH COUNCIL - NORFOLK - NO0454

1. Balances brought Tolal balances and resarves al the beginning of the year
forward 457,166 505,190! as recorded in the financial records, Valua must agree lo
"| Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+) Precapl or Rales and Total amount of precepl {or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levles 311,207 318,088 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.
3., {+) Total other recelpls Total income ar recelpls as recordsd In the cashbook less
42,362 217 738 the pracept or ratesflavies recsived (line 2). include any
grams recelvad.
4. {-) Staff cosls Total expanditure or paymenis rade to and on behalf
123 548 171432 of alf employees. Include gross salarles and wages,
¥ )

emplovers NI conlributions, employers pension
contributlons, gratullies and severance payments.

5, {-) Loan Interest/capital Total expenditure or paymants of capital and Inlerest
repayments 0 Ol mads during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any),

6. {-) All other payments Tolal expendiliire or payments as recorded In the cash-

181,986 A54,780] book less staff cosis {line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments {line &},

7. {=) Balances carried Tolal balances and reserves al the end of the year, Must
forward 505,190 514,804 equal (1+2+3} - (4+5+6).

8, Tolai value of cash and The sum of all current and daposit banik accounts, cash
short tarm investments 532,863 529,483 hoidings and shor! torm Investmeants held as at 31 March —

To agree with bank reconciliation,

9. Total fixed assels plus ' The value of all the properly the authorily owns — it Is made
long term investments 1,001,274 1,179,010 up of all its fixed asseis and long term investments as at

and assets 31 March,
10. Total borrowings The oulstanding capital halance as af 31 March of all loans
0 Ol from third parties (including PWLB}.
0 ocd t| () e 0 A
11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds | || The Gouneil, as a body corporata, acts as sole trustee and
(including charitable) Is responsible for managing Trust funds or assels.
11b. Disclosure nole re Trust funds ' ‘, | The figures in the accounting statemants above
{including charltable) exciude any Trus! lransaciions.
I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statemsnts In this Annual Govarhance and Accountabllity approved by this authorlty on this date:
Return have been prepared on gilher a receipts and payments 2410B/2024
or Income and expenditurs basls following the guidance In

Gavernance and Accountability for Smaller Authorllies - a
Practitioners’ Gulds to Proper Practices and present falriy

recorded i :
the financlal position of this authority. as recorded In minute reference

Sighed by Responsible Financlal Officer hefore being S OS. / 24
presented fo the authorlty for approval
TR ShEodel .| Slgned by Chalr of the meeting where the Accounting

Statements were approved
Date 24/06/2024 : W‘/@MM -6(’“ h—l,_.:/
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Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24

In respect of Taverham Parish Council - NO0454

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our respaonsihility as auditors to complete a limlted assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutery audit
is appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General, AGN 02 is available from the NAO website — hitps://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-
practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control, The authority prepares an Anhual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper FPractices which:

» summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is In accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our aftention giving cause for concern that
refevant legistation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Please see below

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the autharity:

The smaller authority has submitted its AGAR and supporiing documentaticn prior to 30 September 2024; however, we have not been
able 1o complete our review work in time to enable to smailer authority to pubtish the required documentation In line with statutory
requirements, Qnce we have compteted our review a final report will be provided with the certificate of completion detalling any
qualifications and ‘other’ matters.

Qur fee note for the limited assurance review will be issued when we certify completion.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections {1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilittes under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2024,

We do not certify completion because:

We have not been abls to complete our review work in time to enable to smaller authority {o publish the required documentation In line
with statutory requirements.

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature
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Page 1 of 1
Final External Auditor Report and Certificate 2023/24 in respect of

TAVERHAM PARISH COUNCIL - NO0454

Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit
Office (NAO). A limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit
carrled out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does
not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would. The UK Government has determined
that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate for those local
pubiic bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under =z Himited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual
Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with NAQ Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02)
as issued by the NAO on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the
NAO website — hitps/fwww.nac.org.ukfcode-audil-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/,

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and
that it has a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountabliity Return in accordance with Proper Practices which:
+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
» confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

On 29 September 2024, we issued a report detailing the results of our limited assurance review of
Sections 1 and 2 of this authority's Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended
31 March 2024, We explained that we were unable to certify completion of the review at that time. We
are now In a position to certify completion of the review.

The external auditor report given in Section 3 of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return
requires amendments as follows:

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in
our epinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is In accardance with Proper Practices and no other
matters have come fo our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements
have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our apinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

None

External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2024,

SE Lt L
PKF Littiejohn LLP
30/09/2024
PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
: Canary Wharf, London
PKF Litiejohn LLP, Chartered Accountants, A list of membets’ names is avaiiable al the address below. PISF Litllajohn LLP Is a limiled E14 4HD

llability partnersiip regislerad in England and Wales No. OC342572, Regislered office al 15 Westferry Circus, London E14 4HD. PKF

Litttejohin LLP is & member of PKF Globat, (e netvork of member firms of PIKF Internallonal Limited, each of which is a separate and T: +44 (0)20 7516 2200

Independent legal entity and doas nol accepl any responsibilty or labilily for the aclions or Inaclions of any individual member or
correspoandent firm(s) www.pkf-l.com



